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WIFM Charity Golf

On Oct. 5 we celebrated our 12th Charity Golf 
Tournament at Cedarbrook Country Club. The event 
netted $57,269.63 to benefit the Elkin Rescue 
Squad.

Our squad’s 26 volunteers honorably serve the 
Elkin area 24/7/365. ERS was organized in 1941, 
and is our state’s second-longest-serving unit.

We are grateful that Cedarbrook is close by, 
and that the Zim Zimmerman team is our region’s 
best stager of fundraising tournaments. Our Lord 
blessed us with a sunny day in the 80s long to be 
remembered. We are grateful for the 58 teams with 
232 players, and for more than 170 sponsors who 
supported our worthy cause.

I’m honored to recognize several highlights:
1. Wake Forest University’s popular men’s bas-

ketball Head Coach Dave Odom joined us for ques-
tions and answers during lunch.

2. There is consensus agreement that our 
Goody Bag is the best ever at any tournament.

3. Lunch by the Cedarbrook Grill and Charlotte 
York’s pecan/chocolate chip cookies were superb.

4. North Elkin Tire’s set of four Michelin Defend-
ers were raffled by Emily Antonecchia and Becky 
Money. The raffle netted $1,340. The winner was 
Neal Cheek.

5. Hole-in-one vehicles were greatly appreciat-
ed. Mount Airy Toyota pledged a Toyota Camry and 
Price Power offered a Zero Turn Toro.

6. Special friend Robbie Timmons manned our 
Pro VI ball gift for every team player.

7. Foothills Meat’s delicious cheese package was 
a popular addition to the Goody Bags.

8. Food Lion’s Rondale Ratcliff and Keebler’s 
Scottie Pardue joined to provide all course snacks.

9. Multi-team sponsors were G&B Energy 
(three), Grandeur (two) and D-Rex Pharmacy (two).

10. The Hessie Church family honored her 
late husband and former Elks member Ray with a 
$1,000 memorial.

11. Perennial superstar beverage-cart atten-
dants Rudy Holbrook and Harold Swaim are rec-
ognized as knowing the most players in the Yadkin 
Valley.

12. Carolina West ($2,500), lunch sponsor.

13. Bojangle’s of Jonesville has provided break-
fast biscuits for every tournament.

14. Trucking companies make up our largest 
contingent. Guests came from H&W Trucking, Gold-
ing Transport, William Smith Trucking, Piedmont Pe-
terbilt, Transource (Mack), Hardy Bros., Southland 
Transportation, WLA Inc., Carol Rose and Sons, PIC, 
Corder Trucking and Sexton Trucking.

15. Hugh Chatham Memorial Hospital leader 
Warren Bates is our unsung benefactor and spiritual 
sage.

16. Charlotte York praises Jennifer Atkins (Jer-
ry’s daughter) as a great team player and “Miss 
Versatility.” “She can fill any position on our team.”

17. Our Elkin Rescue Squad volunteers are 
invaluable on play day. Many played important 
“Thank-you” roles to honor our guests.

18. We thank our leadership team: Charlotte 
York, Jerry Atkins, Joel Hooper, Zim Zimmerman, 
Mike Bovender, Lois Suddreth and Jeff Whitaker.

Comforting Truths

1. The love we give is the love we’ll get.
2. When we’re tempted to lose patience with 

someone, think how God has been with us all the 
time.

3. Simplicity is focusing on what is truly import-
ant and letting other things fall away.

4. Refrain from making prejudicial judgments 
about the life journey of others.

5. Respect the wide diversity among us in our 
lives and relationships.

6. One kindred soul may be the agent whereby 
the slumbering embers within us are quickened into 
a living flame. —T. Kelly

7. A tree falls the way it leans. Be careful which 
way we lean. —Dr. Seuss

8. Be honest and truthful in all we say and do; 
maintain strict integrity in all relationships.

9. Learn daily, exceed expectations, act respon-
sibly and demonstrate respect. —C.B. Eller Elemen-
tary School

10. Do no harm, do good, stay close to God and 
live to love God.

11. Inquiry is the sincerest form of flattery.
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Guest Speaker
A special thanks to friend Brent McKinney for 

the opportunity to share with his Transportation En-
gineering class at N.C. A&T University on Sept. 28. 
Brent, an adjunct professor, was traveling in East-
ern Europe and asked me to fill in, and I’m grateful 
for the honor. The 34 class members treated me 
with respect, attention, engagement and inqui-
ry. My remarks centered around alcohol and drug 
recovery, successful business acumen and life skills. 
Listed are several topics of discussion:

1. Addiction recovery follows unconditional com-
mitment to change.

2. Winners do what they say.
3. We must accept personal responsibility for 

our actions.
4. Written goals drive success.
5. Develop a genuine interest in people.
6. Seek honorable mentors.
7. Be willing to say, “I don’t know,” “I was 

wrong” and “I need help.”
8. Grow our servant’s heart. Volunteer.
9. Praise others with thank-yous.
Shared also the benefits of grandparenting, local 

radio, writing a newsletter, supporting public edu-
cation, high school sports, volunteering and making 
the good in others known. Endeavors to record our 
region’s history with my Canon Rebel is both a pas-
sion and avocation.

We are all recipients of significant twists of fate. 
My greatest gifts were my parents’ working capital, 
many incredible people who believed in the Neigh-
bors’ cause, the forgiveness of several benefactors 
and the favor of business clients following my sobri-
ety on May 8, 1986.

Brent McKinney is a dear friend, benevolent 
benefactor, sage leader and tireless community ad-
vocate. His influence and counsel are immeasurable 
and God-sent. His ministry and outreach are pro-
found. We honor his sense of charity and his bless-
ings to us are countless.

Tony George
A feature during my guest visit to N.C. A&T Uni-

versity’s Traffic Engineering class, subbing for Brent 
McKinney, was presenting a headshot picture and 
short story about Tony George, an incredibly effec-
tive and popular superstar educator who is pres-
ently serving Stokes County Schools as associate 
superintendent.

Tony, a star basketball player at Mount Airy 
High School, was recruited by Pfeiffer University’s 
Head Coach Tom Childress and played there for four 
years. After graduating from Pfeiffer in 1981, Tony 
returned to his high school alma mater and had a 
most-successful career as its head basketball coach 
for 11 years from 1983 to 1997. His Granite Bears 

had a 226-107 record, won three sectional titles 
and twice were regional runners-up. Tony himself 
was named “Coach of the Year” four times. He later 
coached for a year at Surry Community College 
where his team won the conference, regional and 
sectional titles and advanced all the way to the NJ-
CAA Division III Final Four.

Drawn by promises of a financial bonanza, he 
left public education for automobile sales and did 
in fact make big bucks. However, after trading his 
love for children and families for huge checks, Tony 
walked away from sales, became principal of Star-
mount High School in the Yadkin County Schools 
in 2001 and in 2009 accepted a leadership role as 
the principal at West Stokes High School. He later 
became associate superintendent of Stokes County 
Schools. His lifetime contributions are exceptional 
and monumental.

Driving back to Elkin after my talk in Greens-
boro, I called Tony to share his role in my presenta-
tion. After thanking me, he shared his appreciation 
for Tom Childress, his savior, mentor and friend. 
Tony shared that he was ranked 98th among 118 in 
his graduating class at MAHS. “Tom Childress saved 
my life,” Tony said, “as he refused to let me fail. 
After accepting his discipline and encouragement, I 
became a team player and good student. I realized 
that a solid citizen’s future was mine for the asking. 
Tom saw the good in me and together a renegade 
became a significant leader and molder of character 
for young people. Coach Childress led me to light 
from despair.”

Samuel Stidwell IV

During a Q&A session at an N.C. A&T University 
class, I was drawn to Sam Stidwell from Fayette-
ville, N.C. He is majoring in civil engineering, and 
also is an Aggie football player. In our conversation, 
I learned that Sam had graduated from Garner 
High School and aspires to a career in real estate. 
As a benefit of his football training, Sam can bench 
press 365 pounds, which is quite amazing for a 
189-pound running back.

Hoping to learn more about Sam, I called his 
position coach Shawn Gibbs and said, “Tell me 
about Sam Stidwell, No. 26.” He replied, “Sam is 
a valuable reserve on our backfield unit, and is 
our hardest worker. Although he’s not a starter, 
he shows up at every practice and game, ready to 
play. He’s a smart player, never misses an assign-
ment, and is always offering praise and encourage-
ment to his teammates. He keeps morale high with 
his positive attitude.”

Every successful team has a Sam Stidwell who 
gives in countless ways. We treasure his contribu-
tions and spiritual impact. We salute No, 26. He 
models the values of our winning A&T Aggies.
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Precious Memories 1960-61

Countless thousands in and around Mount Airy, 
Surry and Carroll counties vividly recall Mount Airy 
High School’s men’s basketball teams of 1960 and 
1961. Led by Sam Moir in 1960 and by his brother 
Charles in 1961, the Granite Bears squads were un-
defeated, going 50-0, and described as awesome, 
electric, swarming, overwhelming, undeniable and 
legendary. Those of us who hopped on the Bears’ 
bandwagon will forever revel in the opportunities 
we had to have shared the incomparable feats of 
greatness. We remember the standing-room-only 
crowds at the “Y” (now Reeves Recreation Center) 
and the endless caravans to and from away games.

Although our closest margin of victory in our 
run to the State 3A title in Durham was 23 points, 
Coach Sam always started every victory chant with 
his stellar defense dialogue. Coach Charles Moir’s 
1961 team was equally outstanding, and some say 
as good, when it won the second state title in a 
row. By the time the 1961 team came along, we ex-
pected to win and win we did.

Several coaches, players, helpers and friends 
gathered at Cross Creek Country Club to hail our 
conquering heroes. We praise those who brought us 
great acclaim, fame and glory. Those in attendance 
included:

Sam Moir Ed Burke Ray Rodgers
Charles Moir Buddy Perry John Pyecha
Paige Moir Pete Pyles Gary York
Mike Cooke Vic Pyles Jim Sessoms
Tom Childress Jerry Gwyn John Sanders
Wayne Childress Oscar Hill Ermine Easter
Stewart Smith
Two sidebars included our knowing the thrill of 

being at every game and Coach Sam saying that 
football and baseball star Johnny Sanders could 
have been a major leaguer but for a severe shoul-
der injury when he was a high school sophomore. 
Coach said, “The crack of Sanders’ bat was unlike 
any sound I’ve ever heard — was like dynamite!”

Coach David Wright

David Wright became Emory & Henry Col-
lege’s head men’s basketball coach in 2011, and 
his Wasps won four games during his first season. 
Five years later, the 2016-17 team won 20 games 
and played for the Old Dominion Athletic Associa-
tion (ODAC) championship. I became interested in 
the team after receiving his program’s outstanding 
newsletter, “Buzzer Beater.”

Coach Wright and I recently spoke for 20 min-
utes, and I’m impressed by his willingness to share 
with a stranger and novice asker of many ques-
tions. To the question of how he turned around 
a failing program, David quickly answered, “By 

finding players who believe in our values, who are 
willing to work to win and who plan to graduate. 
Retention of players, those who are here to stay, is 
vital to a top-notch program. Our campus has a ru-
ral environment and most of our players come from 
urban areas like Charlotte, Greenville and Raleigh in 
N.C. and Richmond, Virginia. We recruit good stu-
dents because our players must be student athletes 
first and then basketball players. We’ve reached out 
to alums far and wide. They’ve made it possible for 
us to play in Puerto Rico, and they provide us with 
countless opportunities and amenities. They also 
help us recruit and vouch for the values of an Emo-
ry & Henry degree.”

Coach Wright shared that coaching men’s bas-
ketball is his only choice of careers. “The most-in-
fluential mentors in my life have been teachers 
and coaches. I’ve only wanted to be a good person 
like those who molded me. We are paid in count-
less ways. Knowing we matter is a huge reward.” 
He shared that Coach Tom Palumbo of Guilford has 
been a significant role model. He said, “Coach Pa-
lumbo’s team stays with his system, well disciplined 
and fundamentally solid. They do the little things 
well and fight to the end. They don’t beat them-
selves, they play together as a team, they achieve 
synergy.”

Character Development

Wilkes Communications, founded in 1951 as a 
rural telephone cooperative, is a foremost advocate 
for character education. Its leadership provides sev-
eral books to inspire young people to lead produc-
tive, beneficial lives.

One of these books is “Eight Keys to a Better 
Me (Character Development for Young People)” by 
William J. Briggs, Joyce J. Briggs and Kathleen R. 
Pellegrino (Fidelity Associates, 1985). Its preamble 
states, “We are pleased to provide this gift which 
outlines eight key traits that have provided us a 
rich heritage in the past. We believe this will pro-
vide seeds for our children to use in bringing forth a 
rewarding harvest for the future.”

The Eight Keys are:
1. Respect
2. Patriotism
3. Kindness
4. Courage
5. Responsibility
6. Feelings
7. Self-worth
8. Honesty
We praise Wilkes Communications’ Board of 

Directors and its company leadership for their en-
deavors to significantly matter in the quality of life 
in its communities. Its mission inspires trust and 
excellence.
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Meeting People

At N.C. A&T University I shared several valu-
able success strategies. Included were to develop 
a genuine interest in people and actively compile a 
list of our area’s most effective leaders and develop 
a strategy to meet them.

When we bought WIFM in 2004, I called Linda 
Cheek, the executive director of the Wilkes County 
Chamber of Commerce, and asked her to please 
list the 20 most-effective community leaders. After 
receiving the list, I personally contacted and visit-
ed each leader. Thereafter I would ask new friends, 
“Who do you respect in Wilkes County?” Linda con-
tinues to be a most valuable resource for network-
ing and building relationships.

In 2000, I called Mr. William Friday’s office at 
the Kenan Foundation in Chapel Hill and asked to 
meet Mr. Friday. His executive assistant asked why. 
I answered, “I want to say I know Mr. Friday.” She 
answered, “When do you want to come?” I quick-
ly said, “Tomorrow!” She replied, “We’ll see you at 
10 a.m., and please be on time.” I remember the 
temperature being zero degrees during my drive. 
Mr. Friday gave me almost two hours of his valuable 
time. He encouraged me to align myself with loyal 
people, and to be a community servant and advo-
cate.

Because of my acquaintanceship with Mr. Fri-
day, I met Hugh Morton, his best friend, as they 
were sitting together during the N.C. Department 
of Transportation’s dedication of our Andy Griffith 
Parkway in 2002 in Mount Airy.

In December of 2015, I volunteered to interview 
community leaders on Wilkes Communications/Riv-
erStreet Productions’ TV channel. Our “People Doing 
Good For Others” program has given me the op-
portunity to make 75 new friends who’ve been our 
special guests.

Hugh Morton, 1921-2006

Mr. Hugh MacRae Morton is one of North Caroli-
na’s most prolific benefactors, advocates and his-
torians. Born in Wilmington into a most influential 
family, he built a profound legacy of philanthropy, 
championing worth causes and recording our state’s 
history with his fascination for photography. His 
priceless collection is proudly archived at University 
of North Carolina-Chapel Hill.

I was blessed to have met him in Mount Airy in 
the spring of 2002 as he and dear friend Bill Friday 
were attending the dedication of the Andy Griffith 
Parkway, an 11-mile section of U.S. 52. He also ad-
dressed the Mount Airy Rotary in 2005, receiving a 
standing ovation. Wife Charlotte and I often visited 
Mr. Morton at his beloved Grandfather Mountain 
near Linville, N.C.

In his twilight years, Mr. Morton published two 
volumes of his treasured photographs. They were 
“Hugh Morton’s North Carolina” in 2003 and “Hugh 
Morton, North Carolina Photographer” in 2006. We 
cherish how he captured the true essence of our Tar 
Heel legacies. Several notable photos are:

1. Mildred the Bear.
2. Sen. Sam Ervin.
3. Michael Jordan.
4. Ted Williams.
5. Eleanor Roosevelt.
6. Cape Hatteras Lighthouse.
7. Charlotte’s skyline seen from Grandfather 

Mountain.
8. Blue Ridge Parkway Viaduct.
9. Battleship North Carolina.
10. Jim Hunt and Jesse Helms.
11. Bill Friday with John F. Kennedy.
12. Charlie “Choo-Choo” Justice.
13. Doc Watson.
14. Junior Johnson.
During our final visit to Grandfather Mountain, 

as we were riding to his beloved Celebrity Photo 
Museum, Mr. Hugh turned to me and said, “My wife, 
Julia, never really liked my love for photography, 
and I’ve said to her a thousand times, ‘Why would 
we go to anything if we couldn’t take pictures?’” I 
can’t remember seeing Mr. Hugh without a Nikon 
around his neck.

A Gifted Consoler

One of our culture’s most-basic needs is the 
need to be consoled following a major disappoint-
ment, losing a relationship, a tragedy, a thousand 
similar hurts. When it happens we are virtually 
stopped in our tracks, or we lose the wind from our 
sails and maybe are breathless. Most of us won-
der, “Why me?” or say, “I don’t deserve this.” Most 
of us remember being alone without an advocate. 
The most-immediate need is a friend with time and 
significant empathy.

A wonderful ally will never say, “I know how you 
feel,” or, “Let me tell you how hurt I was recently.” 
Most of us seek a friend who is a caring listener. A 
good plan is to always ask the hurting friend how 
he/she is at the moment, and give the victim the 
opportunity to either share the pain or ask that we 
not go there right now. A caring soul can be a great 
consoler by simply showing up in the time of dis-
tress or despair. A counselor friend says, “Just do 
whatever we do with love, and we’ll give a wonder-
ful gift of giving, sharing and caring.”

There will always be a place at the table for one 
who shows up with an empathetic heart and the 
willingness to listen and never judge. More impor-
tantly, our best consolers give us his/her uncondi-
tional time and concern.
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Dennis & Evelyn Thompson

We offer our deepest sympathy for the passing 
of Evelyn Thompson on Aug. 12. She and Dennis 
had enjoyed a wonderful marriage. Evelyn’s cel-
ebration of life at Howell-Nelson Funeral Services 
included stirring music by relatives and significant 
words of praise by husband Dennis.

He spoke of their closeness, bonding, mutual 
appreciation and eternal hope. I’ll cherish Dennis’ 
sharing their meeting and how Elvis Presley’s songs 
had cemented their fondness, love and trusting 
relationship.

Three guitarists told a wonderful story with 
melodious harmony. We were gifted renditions of 
“Precious Memories,” “Peace in the Valley” and 
“Amazing Grace.”

Many who honored the Thompsons were close 
friends from Dennis’ 30-year career as Surry Coun-
ty’s county manager. His stalwart leadership was 
exceptional. Dennis and I were together from 1998 
to 2002 and my memories are precious.

Get Your Change

Moving between appointments recently in Wil-
kesboro, having several hunger pangs and on a 
limited time schedule, I chose to quickly stop at the 
Market Basket on Cherry Street for a Diet Mountain 
Dew and a bag of Fritos.

Standing third in line, I watched female custom-
er No. 1 place her purchases on the counter and 
hand a $10 bill to the attendant who bagged her 
cigarettes and snack. The customer took the bag 
and turned to go out the door when the attendant 
said, “Ma’am, wait for your change.” The startled 
customer said, “Oh, my. I had forgotten my change. 
Thank-you so much.” Quickly out the door she sped.

While pausing to pay for my own snacks, I said 
to Taylor, “I noticed your honesty with the lady.” 
Taylor replied, “I do my best to help people with 
their money, because I know how it is to have 
no money. That $2.37 may be all she has to her 
name.”

Taylor is a person of great honor. She could 
have pocketed the $2.37, but she chose to be an 
honorable employee. We salute the Market Basket 
for attracting servants like Taylor. Honest people are 
consistently honest. Through thick and thin they 
always do the right thing. Way to go, Taylor.

From Quebec

I occasionally stop for gas at the Speedway 
Store on North Bridge Street in Elkin. Getting out of 
my trusted Chevy pickup, I peered around the dis-
penser at a bright, red BMW sports convertible with 
a Quebec license plate. After smiling and speaking, 

the young man stated, “No English.” The Québé-
cois people from Canada’s second-largest province 
predominantly speak French. However, I did under-
stand that the four men were two sets of brothers 
and that they had stopped in Elkin the night before. 
I was handed an itinerary which stated in English 
that they were going to continue north on U.S. 
Highway 21 to the Blue Ridge Parkway in Allegha-
ny County and follow the Parkway to its beginning 
at Rockfish Gap, Va. For several more days they 
would stay on the back roads in Virginia, Maryland, 
Pennsylvania and New York. I hope my new friends 
enjoy the photographs sent to them in Quebec.

The Blue Ridge Parkway is visited by 15.2 
million tourists each year. Built in the 1930s as a 
public-works project during the administration of 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt, the Blue Ridge 
Parkway’s scenic beauty is devoid of almost any 
commercial development. It is the nation’s longest 
National Park at 469 miles, all with a 45-mph speed 
limit. The Blue Ridge Parkway is crossed by 25 U.S. 
highways and has 600 entrances.

The parkway’s beauty is enhanced by rock walls 
and bridges crafted by master stone masons from 
Spain and Italy. According to the book “Visual Char-
acter of the Blue Ridge Parkway,” published in 1996 
by the National Park Service, Robert Rizoti’s grand-
father Edward Rizoti Sr. came from the Alps region 
in Italy to America in 1902 and by 1929 his family 
had moved to Sparta, N.C. In 1935, working along-
side the Troitinos, a family from the Galicia region 
in northwest Spain, Edward was creating some of 
the parkway’s first masonry work, and he became 
a significant contributor to the beauty of our Blue 
Ridge Parkway. Mr. Edward Rizoti also laid up the 
stone facia on the front of the First United Method-
ist Church in Sparta. His son Edward Rizoti Jr. once 
remarked, “I guess half the people in Alleghany 
County have my mother’s recipe for spaghetti.” 
Grandson Robert and his wife Sue own and operate 
Oakwoods Grocery Store in Wilkesboro.

Thank-yous
1. Your examples are insightful.
2. Thanks for the goodwill and kindness you 

have shown me and my family over the many 
years.

3. You have a secret chemistry of leadership.
4. Seeing you brings a smile to my face.
5. I’m happy our paths crossed.
6. Our faith is about doing, not just being.
7. You take the time to serve countless causes.
8. The more we share, the more we have.
9. I leave our visits more informed, more posi-

tive and feeling more important.
10. Thanks for coming to my dad’s funeral.
11. You give our community “soul.”
12. Your ability to inspire is amazing.
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Caleb Cooke

Caleb Cooke, the son of Chris and Julie Cooke 
of White Plains, is a freshman at Duke University 
who received a full scholarship, The Benjamin Duke, 
in the spring of his senior year at North Surry High 
School. While at North Surry, Caleb was president 
of the student body, its valedictorian and the drum 
major of North Surry’s Greyhound Marching Band.

We met in 2016 when he was an active mem-
ber of the high school’s Interact Club sponsored by 
the Mount Airy Rotary and advised by Miss Myra 
Combs. Interact’s members had volunteered to wait 
tables at the annual Surry County Schools’ Edu-
cational Foundation Banquet at Surry Community 
College. Caleb has been our guest three times on 
WIFM Radio’s “People Doing Good for Others,” and 
he is a most confident, poised and dynamic speaker.

During Caleb’s break from school this fall, we 
met at Cedarbrook Country Club for lunch, a two-
hour chat and a WIFM interview. During the two 
hours (that seemed to fly by in a few scant mo-
ments), Caleb shared that he has three A’s and a 
C which he will move to an A rank. His goal has 
changed from becoming a lawyer to teaching. His 
average class’s size is 17 students. He’s joined the 
Marching Band. And he said his cafeteria’s food is 
rated the best nutrition in America.

Caleb’s graduation speech revealed that he was 
turned down for admission by Columbia and Tu-
lane universities, and he spoke of how admission 
to Duke lifted his spirits and will. At our meeting in 
October he said his selection of Duke for his un-
dergraduate matriculation is one he would readily 
make again.

Carry The Message

In the third chapter of Romans, the Apostle Paul 
encourages us to be messengers of the good and 
to share the discoveries of righteousness. When we 
are blessed with the sacred gifts of grace and salva-
tion meaningful joy is shared. As we seek righteous 
lives we are aligned with the spiritual, pure in heart, 
free-from-guilt people who are sharing God’s grace 
and love. In a recent Bible Study, our “Man In The 
Mirror”  counselor encouraged us to live lives of 
integrity and “just do whatever love would do.” Peo-
ple who are grateful have loving hearts and good 
behavior. We are saved by Grace and live by faith.

In a recent Sunday School lesson, I shared sev-
eral friends who carry the message of love. Several 
messengers are:

1. The late Bobby Harold asked what I would do 
about my drug addiction.

2. Dr. Gus Martin invited me to join Surry Coun-
ty Schools’ N.C. State Teaching Fellows committee.

3. The North Wilkes Middle School exceeded its 

end-of-grade (EOG) goals.
4. The late Bob Fountain taught me real-estate 

acumen.
5. Robbie Timmons’ ministry glows after 37 

years as a paraplegic.
6. Dr. Jim Harrell Sr. honed my fundraising 

skills.
7. Steve Norman became my hero in 1993, and 

models servantship and advocacy.
8. Copeland’s Youth Foundation has totally reha-

bilitated its youth-sports facility.
9. Ray Rodgers has dedicated 20 years to being 

a full-time grandparent.

Barbecue Chicken

In 1953, C.C. Pratt, a recent graduate of N.C. 
State University, came to Wilkes County as a Co-
operative Extension Service agent. He arrived with 
knowledge he gained at State about the art of bar-
becuing chicken on charcoal. Knowing the chicken 
resources of Wilkes County, C.C. went about shar-
ing his knowledge with people in rural communities.

In a few weeks, civic-minded folks in the Miller’s 
Creek community had a barbecue-chicken fundrais-
er for which they cooked 200 fresh chicken halves 
using Mr. Pratt’s sauce, a mixture of cider vinegar, 
melted margarine, crushed red pepper and salt and 
pepper. The halves were absolutely delicious, they 
sold out in an hour and the community made sev-
eral dollars. Well, lo and behold, the people in the 
community repeated the sale every month for two 
years, and with the proceeds bought their first fire 
truck for the volunteer fire department.

When other communities saw Miller’s Creek’s 
success, they also held barbecue-chicken sales. A 
tradition was born; the legacy of BBQ fundraising in 
Wilkes County became part of the heart and soul of 
many communities’ fundraising efforts statewide.

We praise C.C. Pratt for his valuable knowledge 
and for leading worthy people to make the best of 
their assets and to collectively feed and entertain 
folks while funding their civic needs.

Open The Door

Mr. R.O. Lanier, 96, the legendary principal at 
Surry Central High School in 1961-82, was a mas-
ter at behind-the-scenes leadership. Colleague 
Sam Couch shared that in 1982 as Surry Central’s 
assistant principal he supervised the Junior-Senior 
Prom and graduation. As the recipient of Mr. Lani-
er’s effective delegation, Sam said, “Just imagine 
the experience gained due to the trust Mr. Lanier 
had in my ability, especially my follow-up skills. Not 
only did I grow, I learned that effective leaders pass 
along valuable opportunities to their teammates 
and leaders. Great mentors share the credit.”



7

Seabiscuit
One of America’s most-improbable sports epics 

centered on thoroughbred racehorse Seabiscuit 
from 1936 to 1940. The horse became a legend 
and hero whose racing career culminated in a 
resounding match-race victory over “unbeatable” 
War Admiral at Pamlico near Baltimore in 1938. 
The undersized, knobby-kneed horse, after an 
inauspicious start — he lost his first 17 races — 
grew into becoming America’s most-popular hero 
and a symbol of hope to many people struggling 
through the Great Depression.

As a young colt, despite a noted lineage (his 
grandsire was Man-o-War), he was neglected, 
abused and the butt of stable jokes. He was 
considered temperamental, lazy and overly fond 
of eating and sleeping. After an indifferent season 
and a half, his owner sold Seabiscuit for $8,000. 
The  combination of new owner Charles Howard, 
unconventional trainer Tom Smith, Canadian jockey 
Red Pollard and Seabiscuit brought unexpected 
success and an incredible saga emerged. During the 
great colt’s victories he would come from behind, 
time after time, stalk the race leader, “look him in 
the eye” for a few moments and then destroy his 
opponent with a furious burst of speed never seen 
by most thoroughbreds.

Two meaningful takeaways are applicable to our 
everyday experience. Trainer Tom Smith said this 
about Seabiscuit: “We don’t throw a whole life away 
just ‘cause it’s banged up a little bit.” Jockey Red 
Pollard said, “Everyone thinks we found this broken-
down horse and fixed him, but we didn’t. He fixed 
us, every one of us, and I guess in a way we kinda 
fixed each other, too.” As each gave, each received.

You can learn more about Seabiscuit, who died 
in 1947 just six days short of his 14th birthday, by 
viewing any one of several TV and motion-picture 
documentaries, reading the bestseller “Seabiscuit: 
An American Legend” by Laura Hillenbrand or 
watching the 2003 motion picture “Seabiscuit,” an 
Academy Award best-picture nominee adapted from 
Hillenbrand’s book.

Buck Bowman

We deeply regret the passing of James H. 
“Buck” Bowman Jr. of Mount Airy, a good man root-
ed in the salvation of our Lord. A life-long member 
of the Bannertown Baptist Church, Buck and I met 
while playing football in 1958 at Mount Airy High 
School. He was a gentle giant who could be count-
ed on to make his block and help with mine, too. 
He served the Frank L. Blum Construction Co. in 
Winston-Salem for 44 years. We’d reconnect at re-
unions every five years and could catch up in a few 
minutes. I knew his walk with God, family, friends 

and honorable, worthy causes.
Buck’s funeral service at the church was a 

spiritual blessing. We took away several valuable, 
meaningful gifts:

1. The Rev. Mickey Cogdill shared that Buck had 
mentored him, early in his ministry, that the pastor 
was not spending enough time with his sons, and 
that Buck was correct.

2. Youth Minister Matt Bunker told of Buck and 
Wayne Gwyn’s building an addition on his home.

3. Buck always went on vacations with his fam-
ily.

4. Before every church service, Buck would walk 
to the section where the youth were seated and 
thank them for being in church.

5. Buck was always sensitive to the needs of 
the community and saw to it that the widows and 
orphans were being helped.

Buck, 75 at the time of his passing, was a good 
man who loved God and family and walked in his 
sight and asked only for grace and salvation.

Fairplains Baptist Church

Two years ago, several dedicated members of 
Fairplains Baptist Church in North Wilkesboro start-
ed to discuss the possibility of building a park for 
special-needs children, because there was no such 
facility in Wilkes or several adjacent counties. In the 
words of Pastor David Dyer, “The dream laid heavy 
on the heart of our congregation, and our deacons 
and the talk became a committee meeting. We then 
started to talk about cost, engineering, site prepa-
rations, park location, liability insurance and equip-
ment providers. We then began working through 
several roadblocks and hurdles, and shortly made 
the decision, after much prayer, to bring the dream 
to a reality. The cost estimates were $230,000, and 
we got on board and made the decision to start 
raising the money. Quickly a local benefactor’s es-
tate pledged $64,000 and a State Farm grant pro-
vided $25,000 and the dream was off and running.”

Over 100 well-wishers gathered on Saturday, 
Oct. 21, to bless the reality. Honored to cut the rib-
bon was Cameron Skabo, the teenaged daughter of 
church leaders Chris and Jodie. The park is named 
“Cameron’s Place” in honor of the Skabo family. 
Special guests were 5th District Congresswoman 
Virginia Foxx and 94th District State Rep. Jeffrey 
Elmore.

We’ll cherish the blessings bestowed upon the 
Fairplains Baptist community as Christians came to-
gether to see the play park gift given by hard work 
and our Lord! The cutting of the ribbon was the 
coming together of prayer, encouragement, giving 
hearts and God’s will being done. After all, God’s 
grace is sufficient to provide our needs. We salute 
the Fairplains Baptist Church community.
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